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REMARKS 


Sanguinary, and Penal Laws 
Made in PARLIAMENT againſt 


Roman Latholics. 


8 Exgland, where, ever ſince the Reformation, 


nothing has been more pretended to, than the 
Purity of Religion, (tho' as little appearing 

in the Reformation and Purity of Life, as in 0- 

ther partsof Europe) two things have been of late 
years much aſſerted, viz. The Liberty and Freedom of 
Conſcience in matters of Faith; and Magna Charts, 
which has eſtabliſh'd the Liberty and Freedom of 
our Perſons and Eſtates. The Violation of Conſci- 
ence has been the great ſcandal and Common-place 
of all our InveCtives againſt the Church of ' Rome : 
Fox's Martyrology is full of diſmal ſtories of Perſecu- 
tions againſt Prozeſtsnts on the account of Conſti- 
ence; and tis the very ſamething that repreſents the 
roceedings of the French Kjng, inrelation to his 
roteftant Subjeits, ſo odious at this day; that brings 
fo many poor People out of France into Exglawd and 
Holland, and opens ſo 'many Purſes in Charity to 
maintain them. 'Asto Magna Charts, it hath been 
now for above 460 years the Darling Law of our 
INES A2 Engliſh 
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Ergliſh Nation, the Sacred Touch-ſtone of Liberty, 
and-the-Great- Diem of -rhe Commons. - And, as- 
Str Edward Coke obſerves; tt has been confirm'd above 
thirty times. It is the Fountain of all the Fundamen- 
tal LawSof this Realn ; gnd nat ofily att Judgments 
given 2gainft#ny Chaprerof Mara Chartaarevoid, 
by the Statute 25 E. r.ch; 2; but alſo. by the Stat, 
42 E. 3.ch, 1.itis Enated, That if any Statute be 
wade contrary to Magna Charta, #t ſhall be' holden 
for none, 26 

I ſhall therefore: here obſerve, 1. How great an 
Impolition and Conſtraint the Pexal Laws are upon 
the Conſcience; and 2. How repugnant they are to - 
Magna Charta, <. © | | 


The Penal Laws againft Roman Catholics are 
- theſe: 


x Elie, ch. 1. 5 Eliz. ch. 1. 13 Eliz.ch.2. 23 Elie. 
ch. 1.27 Eliz.ch. 2.29 Ez. ch. 6. 35 Els. ch. 2» 


1'Fac. ch. 4.' 3 Jac. Ch. 4. 3 Fac. ch.5.-7 Fac. ch. 6, 
3.0ar.x;ch.2. 23Co, 2. Ch. 2. and 30 Car. 2. 


Firſt then, as tothe Stat. x Eliz. ch. 1. 


By this Statute,” and by the Oath of emacy 
hereby enjoyn'd, every Papi in Office is ſabjech. 
ed toſevere Penalties, unleſs he renounces and ab- 
jures all Foreign Juriſdictions, Powers, Superiori- 
ties, and Asthorities in Ecclefiaſtical matters... By- 
which words he does not only deny the Hwy i A 
Rule in matters of Religion, which'his Forefathers 
taughthim to be in the Pope or Bifſhop of Rome 3 
but alſo hedoes calt off all Authority of any General 
Council held beyond Seas, and all its any, of | 
De eciſfions |, 


FF (5) 
Decifipns ia mareersf Faith and Chriſta: DoArio, 
tho? ſych General-Councit be held by: the common 
conſent of all Chri/tenaops ; yet if Juch Council be 
held beyond Seas, it 1s repugnant to this Statute, 
and the words of this Oath, and'of no force here, 
tho? his Conſcience tells him otherwiſe. Neither, 
by this Statute. can any Roman Catholic'hi 41d, affirm, 
ar defend in diſcourſe, any ſuch Foreign Authority 
in matters of Religion without forfeiting all his 
Goods and Chatrtels for the firſt Offence, - incurring 
a Przmunire for the ſecond, and High»Treafon-for 
the third. [And note, that the Foreign JuriſdiQion 
and Authority which by this Statute he is forced to 
abjure, againſt his Conſcience, relates only to Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and Spiritual matters. For, as to any 
Eacroachmeant 19, Temporal-Afﬀairs, and Matters of 
Secular: Government, by the Pope or Court of 


Rome, there have been ſeveral Staute-Laws made to ,, . 
reſtrainthat (if atany time attempted) by divers 2 


Catholic Kzngs of this Kingdom; who lived and died 
i the Religion of the Church-of : Rowe:; And there 


5 Ee Jo 
3 


F.3 
16R. 2-5 
4 


is no Roman Catholic in England;' rvho will make'the 3 2 5- 


leaſt ſcruple to oppoſe'the: Pope's Authority:in ſuch 
matters. q [21:11 
_ Stat. 5 Eliz, ch. 1. 


This Statute makes the {aid Oath and Abjuration 
m»re generally to- be-taken, 'and the 'Refiiſers fub- 
jeQ ta greater Penalties than by the former, It en» 
Joyns it allo to all Members of the Houſe of Com- 
moans, in Parliament :' $0 that hereby a Gentleman 
bred up from: his lofapcy. in. the Religion of the 
Church of Rowe, cannot poſſibly with a ſafe -Con- 
ictence vote-a the Repreſentatives of the Na- 
tion, nor ſerve his Countrey in Parliament, tho? 
1 | formerly 
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formerly the Members of the ſaid Houſe of Com- 


mons were of no other Religion, from the firſt Ori- 
ginal of that Houſe dowa to the laſt Century. 


Stat. 13 Eliz, ch. 2. 


This is a bloody Statute ; for by this it is made 
High-Treaſonfor any perſon or perſons within this 
Realm, (in which words are included not only 
Proteſtants, but profeſt Atheiſts, Jews, Socinians, 
or any other'ſort of people bred up in Hereſie and 
Error) to be abſolved or reconciled to the Church 
of Rome, tho? in their Conſcience they may be ne- 


ver ſo fully convinced of the Truth of that Religion; 


yet they muſt not become Members of that Church, 
under the Penalty of being Hang'd and Quarter'd, 
and of forfeiting all their Lands and Eſtate Real 
and Perſonal from their Innocent Children, Alſo 
to bring into this Realm any Agnm Dei, Croſs, 
Pi&ure, or Beads, from the Biſhopor See of Rome, 
or for any perſon-to receive or wear the ſame; the? 
theſe are not by the Statute it ſelf repreſented as 
any criminal matter, but only called Vain and Su- 
perſtitious things ; yet this is made a Premunire, 
Paragraph 7, 

Stat, 23 Eliz. ch. t. | 

This-'Statute 4s to the ſame purpoſe, making it 
High-Treaſon to return , or be reconciled to the 


\ Religion of the Church of Rowe. Allo for any per- 


fon'to hear Maſs,” (tho' he be bred up in the Catho- 
lic: Religron, 40d never knew-any other, and in his 
Conſcience is fally- convinced that this is-the moſt 
Sacred part of God's Worſhip;) yet for ſo —_ 
is by this Statute (contrary to the conſtant pra = 
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of former Times) to forfeit x00 Marks, and fuffer 
_ a years Impriſonment. | 


_—— 27 Eliz.ch. 2: 


By this Statute all Prieſts of the Church of Rome, 
eoming into, or remaining in this Realm , their 
Aiders and Abbettors, are made guilty of High- 
Treaſon. And ( Parag. 13.) for any one to know 
of a Jeſuit or Prieſt remaining within this Realm, 
tho? this. be purely for the Exerciſe of his Religion 
privately, without the leaſt Offence or Scandal ; 
yet if ſuch-perſon, tho? uſing ſach Prieſt in.matters 
of God's Worſhip, and. that Religion which his 
Conſcience tells himis not only Good, but Neceſſary, 
does not diſcover him within twelve days, in order 
to have him Hang'd: and Quarter'd, this. is grie- 
vouſly puniſhable, by Fine, and Impriſoament du- 

ring pleaſure. | 
d, by Parag. 6: he incurs a Premunire who: 
ſends or returnsany Relief or Charity to a Prieſt or 
other perſon remaining. in a College* beyond Seas ; 
tho? ſuch Prieſt is not. ſuffered by this Statute tore- 
miin here ; tho? ſuch Prieſt or other perſon cannot 
exerciſe his Religion in Exgland without Perſecuti- 
on: tho? ſuch Prieſt or other perſon be our neareſt 
Relation, Father, Brother, or Son ; and tho? the 
Precepts of Chriſtianity oblige. us to Charity, and. 
the Relief of the Deſtitute, without diſtinEion. of 
Religions. 
Stat. 35 Eliz. ch: 2. 


. . A: Roman Catholic, convicted of nat coming to 
Church to hear Common-Prayer and Divine Sets 
vicethere, mult by this Statute, within forty _— 
01 after. 


———— — 


after ſuch ConviQion, repair to his own home, nat 
remove above five miles from. therice, and within 
three months conform in coming to Church, and * 
make a formal Sbmiſſion ; which if he refuſes to 
do, he ſhall abjure the Realm for ever, or ſuffer as 
a Felon without benefit of Clergy : In which $ub- 
miffion he is to confeſs and acknowledge, Thet he 
hath grievouſly offewded God by abſenting himſelf from 
Charch,, end frows. braring Divine Service; when 
his Conſcience poſſibly at the ſame time tells him 
that he ſhould offend God in going toa Church or 


Congregation of people, who in his Judgmeat arg 
Schiſinarical, and þ have ſeparated themſelves from 
the Catholic Church; br at leaſt, chat he bath Nes 
offended God in abſenting himſelf, and not gong 
thither, ſo long as he has goneto, and ſerved Got 
in, his own Church, which his Conſcience tells 
him is Catholic and Orthodox , tho' ſuppreſs'd: by 
force. | ith 
\ Gtaf. x Fac. ch. 4; 


This StatutE confirms thoſe formerly made in 
theReign of Queen Elizabeth ; and beſides the Fors 
feitures and Penalties of thoſe Laws: inflicted for 
not "coming to Church, it EnaQts, '( Perag. 6. } 
T hat every Child or other perſon _ beyond Sees into 
any College tobe inſtrutted in the Romiſh Religzow, ſhall 
be incapable to inherit 20 any Eftate, or to epjoy 805 
Grant or Legacy. | [O02 30 29197] att 


Stat. 3 Jas. Ch. 4. 


By this Statute (and by that.of ag Elie.ch. 6.) 
Roman Catholics are. bound to pay into the Excheguer 


yearly 20/, a Month, (that is 240d. perthonal 
or 


a s . ——_— 
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for not coming to Church, unleſs the King pleaſe 
rather totake two third parts of their Lands. Par. 
8.11. 

This Aft enjoyns the Oath of Allegiance, common- 
ly ſo called ; which, as ir is a promiſſary Oath, of 
Faith, Allegiance, and Loyalty to the King, no 
Roman Catholic of His Majeſty's Dominions can, or 
will, ſcruple to take, were it not that ſome nice 
words were put in on purpole tocnſnare their Con. 
ſciences. And therefore the old ſhort Oath of Al. 
legiance taken by our. Anceſtors, and ſtill uſed in 
Leets, and which in efte& contains as much._as this 
long Qath, never was, or is at this day, -in the leaſt 
ſcrupled to be taken by any Roman Catholic, Which 
ſhort Oath being the Sum'and Abſtraf of compleat 
Loyalty, 1s in theſe words : 


D U ſhall ſwear, That from 
this day fozward you ſhall be 
Lrue and Faithful to our S0- 

vereign Zo2d King JAMES and his 
Þeirs, and Lruth and Faith ſhall 
bear of Life and ember, and Ler- 
rene Honog; and you ſhall neither 
know no2 hear of any JU 02 Damage 
intended unto Him, that you ſhall not 
defend ; So help you Almighty Gad. 


B ' dtat. 


| Stat, 3 Fac. ch, 5. 


By this Law. all Roman Catholics convifted of not 
coming to Church (commonly called Recuſants 
convift) are ſecluded ( for their Conſcience-ſake, 
or their Opinion in Religion) from praQtiſing the 
Common and Civil Laws, or Phylic ; from en- 
joying any Office in any Court of Juſtice, or in the | 
Army or Navy ; and, in ſhort, fron any public © 
Office ; and that they ſhall be reputed as Excom- 
municated perſons. (Parag. 8, 9, 11.) 

Par. 14. A Roman Catholic who cauſes not his 
Child to be baptized by a Proteſtant Miniſter with. 
in a Month after its Birth, forfeits 100 /. Is not this 
to diſallow the Baptiſm of the Church of Rome, in 
which all our Chriſtian Anceſtors were baptized, 
and with which St. Agu/tiz the Monk above 1100 
years ago converted the Engliſh Nation to Jefus 
Chriſt ? 

Stat. 7 Jac. ch. 6. 


By this Statute a Feme-Covert convicted of not 
coming to Church, and till perſiſting ſo to do, 
ſhall be committed to Priſon, there to remain till 
the conforms and receives the Sacrament, unleſs 
her Husband pay 10/4. a month, or the third part 
of his Lands | he her Recuſancy. Here a Prote- 
ftant Husband is ſecluded from the Society of his 
Wife, or elſe compelled to a grievous Penalty for 
ber Conſcience or Judgment-in Religion. 


Star. 3 Car. 1. ch. 2. 


By this Law that of the 1 Jac, ch, 4. is —_— 
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and it is made ſtill more Penal for any togo, or ſend 


4 another,beyond Seas,to anyRoman CatholicFamily; 


School, or Society, to be inſtructed in Religion, 
tho' his Conſcience be never ſo fully convinced of 
its neceſſity to his Salyation, 


% Thus far we ſee how well theſe Statutes agree 
with that Chriſtian Liberty which all thoſe of the 
Reformed Religion pretend to. Let us now ſee 


; * whether they be leſsrepugnant to Magna Charta. 


| By the firſt Chapter of Mazna Charts it is EnaQted, 
| That the Church of Englani ſhall be free, and 

all have all her Rights and Liberties invic- 
lable 3 ( Eccleſia Anglicana libera fit, & habeat 
omnia Jura ſua' integra & Libertates ſuas illzſas.) 


7 The Reader muſt note here, ( for it cannot be de- 


nied) That the Church of England, Eccleſia Angli- 
cana, was «t the time of the making this Statute of the 
Great Charter, the very ſame in Dottrin and Diſcipline, 
Ten-nts and Praitice, for the Maſs, and other Rites, 
with that which is now called the Church of Rome. 

By the Statute 27 E/zz. ch. 2. it is High-Treaſon 
for any Prieſt of the Church of Rome to come 
into, or remain in this Realm, The Statute 2 3 
Eliz. ch. 1. makes it the forfeitureof 200 Marks, 
and a years Impriſonment, to ſay Maſs. And 
by 13 Ef. ch. 2. and other Statutes,it is made 
High-Treaſon to be reconciled to that Church, 
which in Magna Charts is called Eccleſia Angpli- 
cana ; and to hear Mals, as was then praQtiled, 
the forfeiture of too Marks, by 23 Ez. 1. 

By the ſeventh Chapter of Magna Charts it is En- 
ated, That «a Widow, after the Death of her 
Hutband, incontinent, and without any Dif- 
fiewulty , ſhall have her Marriage and her Inhe- 

B 2 ritance, 
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ritance; a1 ſhall give nothing for her Dower ; end the 
third part of her Husband's Lands ſhall be aſſigned for , 


ber Dower. : 

By the Statute 3 Jac. 1. ch. 5. A Widow of ths 
Roman Catholic Religion ſhall not enjoy two 
third parts of her Dower, unleſs ſhe will 
change her Religion,and come to Church. Par. 
10. And if ſhe was married by a Prieſt of 
the Church of Rome, and not by a Miniſter, ac- 
cording tothe Common-Prayer-book, ſhe ſhall 
not have any Dower at all. Par. 13. 

By the laſt Chapter of Magna Charts if'1s EnaQted, 
That all perſons, as well Spiritual as Temporal, (hall en 
Joy a'l thei free Liberties and free Cuſtoms, which they 
have had in Time paſt. 

By the Statute 3 Jac. 1. ch. 5. a Roman Catholic 
ſhall not be admitted to preſent to his Advow- 
ſon. Par, 18. He ſhall not be capable of enjoy. 
ing Lands by Inheritance or Grant, Par. 16, 
17. Nor tobe an Executor, Adminiſtrator, or 
Guardian, Par. 22. Nor ſhall he enjoy any 
Copy-hold, or Cuſtomary Eſtate for Lite, by 
the Stat. 35 Eliz.ch. 2. Parag. 5. Beſides many 
other particulars, contrary to the free Cuſtoms 
and Liberties of former times. 


Thus much of the Penal Laws made againſt Ro- 
man Catholics in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King 
James, and King Charles]. As for the Statute 
35 Eliz. ch. 1. I look upon that tobe folely intend- 
ed againſt another ſort of Recuſants, wiz. Proteſtant 
SeFaries, and {uch as frequent Conventicles. There 
remain two more Statutes made againſt Papi/fs, in 
the Reign of His late Majeſty King Charles IL name- 
ly the 25 and 3oof hisReign ; which being —_ 

thing 


| 'F - 
tiog different from thoſe I have already mention'd,: 
I'will treat of them apart by themſelves. 

On the whole, 1 deſire the diſcreet Reader ſeri- 
ouſly to conſider but thele two things : 1. Whar 
rigid Laws have been made for the Extirpation of 
the Roman Catholic Religion and its Profeſſors from 
the face of the Engliſh Earth; That nothing has 
been omitted to this purpole which the Wit of Man 
could invent, even to the depriving them - of all 
Books of Devotion in that Religion, (Stat; 3 Fac. 
1. ch.5. Par, 25.) That theſe Laws have been (at 
ſome times more eſpecially) ſeverely executed a- 
gainſt their Lives, Eſtates, .and Reputations: Yet 
all this, for the ſpace of above 120 years, has not 
been able to extinguiſh that Religion in Exz/and, but 
that it has {ubſiſted, nay even increas'd, when un- 
der the greateſt Perſecutions and Scandals. He that 
conliders this, cannot eaſily forbear concluding , 
that the hand of God is init; and that they preach 
no abſurd or unreaſonable Do&ttrin, who affirm, 
that This * that Church which the Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt, and which our Bleſſed Savior 
has promiſed tobe with (as well by his Aſſiſtance and 
SttÞport; as DireCtion) 70 the end of the World. 

2, Conſider the Effet and Conſequence of theſe 
Penal and Sanguinary Laws in matters of Religion. 
If their Juſtice and Reaſonableneſs ariſes only trom 
their being EnaCted by Parliament, then was the 
Statute of the Six Articles, made 31 H. 8. and the 
Statute againſt Lolards, made 2 H.x5. as Juſt and 
Reaſonable : Then, if in future times any ſuch- 
bike other Laws ſhould be made by any future Par- 
liament, (for what has been may be) they will be 
of as great and unqueſtionable Authority, and the 
Perſecution -EnaQed by them as Legal and. Ju: 
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In ſhort then, the Religion ſet up by Parliament, 
beit what it will, muſt always be beſt and trueſt. 
Butif, on the other hand, the Goodneſs and Rea- | 
ſonableneſs of the Proteſtant _— does not con- 
fiſt in the force of an AQ of Parliament ; nor the * 
Illegality and Badneſs of the Religion of the Church | 
of Rome to be concluded from the poſitive Laws | 
made of late years in Eng/andagainſt it : why then | 
ſhould we not deſire and hope, That theſe Sangui- 
nary. and Penal Laws may be Repealed, and that 
Religion may be left to ſtand or fall according to its 
innate Merit, without the Compullion of a Legal 
Force, which may make a Hypocrite, but never can 
a Piows Chriſtian ? 


REASONS humbly offered 
Againſtthe TesT, Act of 25 Car. 2. ch. 2. 


Made to diſable all Papilts to hold any Office of 
Truſt or Profit, unleſs they take the Sacrament 
in a Pariſh-Church, and renounce Tranſub- 
ſtantiation. 


I. T7 pretended Occaſion of making this Sta- 

tute is expreſt in the Title and Preamble 
to be For preventing Dangers which may hap- 
pen from Popiſh Recuſantsz or, as the com- 
monly-received meaning is more exprelſly worded 
in the ſubſequent Stat. of 3o Car. 2. For the Safety 
of His Majeſty's Royal Perſon aud Government, 
Now ſuppoſing (tho? it is molt falſe, yet I fay, 


Jup- 


IZ } - 
ſuppoſing) for Argumentation ſake, that the P- 
piſts were dangerous to the Perſon and Government 
of His late Majeſty, who lived a Proteſtant, and 
for ſome time ſuffer'd the rigor of the Law to run 
looſe againſt them ; yet who can ſuppoſe *em to be 
dangerous to this King's Perſon and Government, 
He being of their own Religion, and, under God, 
their chief Friend and ProteQor, whole Life and 
Proſperity is as near and as dear to them as their 
own hearts Blood ? 


2. It hath been the unhappy occaſion of Scandal 
to Chriſtianity in general, and, 'tis too much to be 
fear*'d, the Damnation of many Souls ; For when 
the World ſees pzrſons enjoyn'd by a Statute to take 
the Sacrament under ſevere Penalties, and nothing 
of P—— or other previous Circumſtance, - re- 
quired or adviſed by that Statute, but only that 
they do it in a Pariſh-Church, in preſence of two 
Witneſles, and that they produce a Certificate of 
it under the Miniſter and a Church-wardens hands : 
what can men preſume, but that this is done to 
ſervea Secular turn, and not out of Devotion, peo- 
ple being thereby puſh*d headlong on to eat and 
arink their own Damnation, not diſcerning the Lords 
Body? What ei'fe can be concluded, when, de 


faffo, we have ſeen ſome men of Debauch'd Lives 


and Atheiſtical Princip!:es come to the Communion, 
only to comply with this Statute, and capacitate 
themſelves for ſuch or fuch a beneficial Office, with 
as little ſenſe of R-/i20n before, as ſign of Reforma. 
tion after their Receiving? 


3. It is a fort of Perſecution for Religion. And 


God knows whether this Statute has not dons 
Prelt- 


Preſident to that Perſecution in France, *Tis true, 
That in France is general, to All that diſſent from 
the Religion of that Kingdom, whether they be i 
or out of Office: Thi, only to thoſe i» Office. 
That (as reported) uſes many_ways of Afiiftion to 
the Hugornots : This, only the depriving the Papiſts 
of their Livelyhood, and reducing them to Beggery, 
by ſtripping them of Imployment, which in ettect 
concludes all inone. Allowing this difference, the 
CharaQter which Dr. Burn:t, in his late Letters, 
gives of the French-Proteſtants Perſecution, may 
{erve, inrelation to this Statute, for the —_— in 
England, . He tells his Reader, in the fifth Letter, 
dated from Nimmegzuen, That the Proteſtants in 
France are forced to ſign an Abjuration, which all the 
world muſt needs ſee is done againſt their Conſciences; 
and that they are prevailed on by the many lingring 
Deaths, of which they ſce no end, to make ſhipwrec of 
their Faith, 


4. It hath vilified the CharaRer of the Church 
of Enmzland, whoſe Biſhops were formerly eſteemed 
the living Oracles, Repreſentatives, and Heads of 
that Church ; yet ſince this Statute they are all, 
even the Archbiſhop of Canterbury himſelf, tho? the 
very firſt Eccleſiaſtic of Eng/and, ſubjected in ſome 
fort toa meer Pariſh-Prieſt, and Church-warden, 
perhaps the pooreſt as well for Parts as Preferment, 
being obliged by this AR to go tothe next Pariſh» 
Church, and receive of the Parſon or Vicar there, 
in order to obtain a Certificate of the ſame, ſub- 
{cribed by the ſaid Parſon and one Church-warden, 
like a Lay-Elder; it not being ſufficient by this 
Statute-for a Biſhop himſelf to receive in his own 
Cathedral before the Dean and all the Prebends ; 
SEE nor 


novisw Certificate of ſuch Receiving; valid, -tho? 
| thervall;1under the.public Seal,of their 
Churdhwa #tulbGhapter.. 010712} 30 5191120 


5. It hath been a Diſquiet and Stumbling block; 
not:ooly to-thoſe of the. Church of Rome, bur, to 
, | divers grave Members: of the, Church of. Eng/and 
t | alſog-wbichiChurchhath'never flouriih'd ſo. much 
e | fidce the' making of this Statute, as it did before, ] 
; 

4 


-have known ſeveral of rhe Graveſt and moſt Learn- 
ed of the Proteſtant Divines, and Beneficed men in 
the Church of Epeland,, who never perform'd this 
:Tef:113+Becabfe, tho? they conſtantly and devour- 
lyfrequented the Communtoo at the vival times in 
thetr own Churches, yet they thought the Sacra- 
ment (which is the moſt Sacred and Venerable 
. part of the Chriſtian Religion ) to be profaned, 
* | | when made fubſeryient toa worldly Intereit, 2:Thg? 
they did not believe Tranſubſtantyation, yet they are 
taught in the Legal Church of Erg/and to believe 
the Real Preſence in the Sacrament ; and as they 
cannot and will not take upon them to define the 
[Quomodp, .or manner how that Real Preſence is,: fo 
they think it an Impoſition on their Judgment to be 
forced to affirm how it is wot, viz.. that it is not by 
Tranſubſtantiation ; eſpecially ſince the greateſt 
Wits, and moſt able Divines of Exzrope, have for 
© Five\bandred years diſputed the Queſtion,. with /at 
« eaſt} Colour and Probability on both ſides. It is 
one thing ot to-beljieve a Tenent in Divinity or Phi- 
loſophy, and another thing zo believe the contrary. 
* For inſtance ; Ido not believe (poſitively that here 
*a World in the Moon : yet 1 cannot fay I believe 
"poſitively ther i nor a World in the Moom;zhavin 
7-read the itigenious Book writ ' on that fubjeRt, : 
C alCri- 


OY _ tt - - 
% i 
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© 


aſcribed to Biſhop Wilki”s. Te feems therefare-as 
unreaſonable , for :ariy man 'to be'' compelled :toff 
believe, or ſubſcribe to, a Negative ina'SchookDavind 
ty, as it is abſurd and unpraQticable for a man to 
beput to prove a-Negative in Law, or Logic. - 

© 6. In fine, this Statute ſeems to have been; at 
the time of its making. intended chiefly p——_—_ 
then Duke of 'Fort\” and; as appears by ſubſequent 
endeavors, was the firſt ftep towards the © Bull 6 
Exclufion ; for by this'Statute he loſt his great 'Of- 
fice of Lord - High-Admiral, and fſuffer'd many 
Tronbtes. Which moftHluſtrious Prince beingnow, 
by the Glorious Previdence-of God, become. our 
King, His Majeſty's Loyal 'SubjeQts the Lords and 
Commons in Parhament/(with due Submiſhon and 
Reverence I fpeak it ) ſeem obliged in Honor .to 
Repealthat Law, which-in the very making was le- 
vell'd againſt their now Sovereign, and deſigned 
veigeipalty to wound His Intereſt. | | 


mm —— — 
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REASONS humbly offered 


' * 


Againſt che T'esr, Actof 30 Car. 2. Stat, 2. 


Made to diſable Papilts, awhether Lords .or Coms- 
mons,' 40 fit ineitber Floufe of Parliament, to 
ſerve.the King or Queen, - or to- come-into! their 
Preſence withoutLicenſe of the Privy-Council,utt- 

| leſs they firſt renounce T'ran{ubſtanciatian,gic. 


SY91T: $ | 127 2 fIOO! Ni 2119 VV £52 
; 1.67 Fat this Statute /was imade-in Nowemyer, 
bn; Þ ' 2698; anthe ſurpriaing frights apdibejct 
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pf thoſe Plots nod Treafons which, Qates then ſug- 


gefiedand {wore ;-and, was, as I may ſay, contri 
vey wo pe in hot blood, to prevents the then 
{ugg Dangers ; and, as the Title and Pream- 
ble;exprelſes,. for rhe Safety of His Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government. But it. having lince appear'd, that. 
rhoſe; frightfol Dangers. and pretended Plots were 
without other Circumſtances of Truih than the 
bare Oaths of a perjur'd and.infamous Man ; who 
has/Gnee been, in due form, and according to ;the 
'courſtofrhe Common-Laws of Exgiaud, (cynvicted 
of Wilfml' Peyjury,in that matter, and his Teſtimo- 
ny-reader'd incredible to all fature Apes ; ir having 
appear'd alſo by ſubſequent Revolutions, that the 
moſt yehement Aſertors and Proſecutors of Qeres's 
pretended Plot, were at that very time. (under the 
Umbrage of that P/r) conſpiring and Managivg 
another wot Heliſh and Bloody Conjuration again! 
His late Majeſty and our now Gracious Sovereign, 
which Conſpiracy being afterwards diſcovered,and 
.the principal Heads of it Attainted and Execuced, 
And the late, Duke of Monmonth, theirgreat Idal, 
taken in afual Rebellion, Attainted in Parliaments, 
and \Beheaded ; the Papi all this while not ſo 
much as making one falſe ſtep, but a ing al- 
ways'fteady intheir'Loyalty 5 and in this laſt, Re- 
; bellioe,.as well as in; that againſt King CherdesT, 
. fighting-for their King and' the Eſtabliſhed Govern- 
ment :: What colour of 'Realon then can be ous: 
. ced-t0 continue the {everity.of this Law again(trhoſe 
. Roman Gat holies ohoendlis. Sected Majeſty affirms to 
-be his/Friends.and Loyal SubjeQts, under the falſe 
\ Notiot:.of {Enemies atid 7 rextors ? | 


_ 


C3 


p. 1. 


-Summons is 
the Adviceof fo many of his Great Counſelfors;wlib 


that Lex & Conſueruds Parliamenti, which 'Sir Ed- 


- ward Coke inall his Writings' makes {d Sacred ; for 


every Temporal Lord, being of full. age, ovght-t6 


[ co. 4. ft. havea Writ 'of Summons & debits Tuftitiet And 


being ſummon'd and' commanded: by' the King's 
Writ (ashe is) to come and fit in Parhathent, and 
there give his advice; ifafrerwards he 1snot ſaffer'd 
toſit, unleſs he will renounce his Re/igion, or at leaſt 
ſome of is Rn Tenents, the King's Writ of 

reby defeated, the King'\deprived of 


are thus not ſuffer'd ro ſir, 'and'the Houſe of 'Peers 
(which is the moſt Auguſt and Higheſt Court of Ju- 


-Atice in this Kingdom ) deprived 4nd mutilated bf fb 
'many Members. So alſo for' the: Commons; "the 
me. bo Writ for theit Ele&ion JdireAs it to be made 


libere & indifferenter ; 'Butafter ſuch EleQion-made 


and return'd, and the Parti:iscome-up, ifthey mult 
- not be admitted-to fit, unleſs uponthetermgabove- 


mentioned, which perhaps they/cd4nn-t-in confci- 


ence perform, to what- purpole 18 ſuchfree' atid'in- 


different EleQtion'? The Houſe of Commons petition 


- the King for freedom of ſpeech in their Houle, and he 


grants it; (tho* (ſometimes -theyihave uſed Yyiar Li. 


 berty very unde «bn, anne h } "Why then 
- ſhould they thernſelves 


againſt a freedom of Speak- 
ers to ſit in their Houſe; when duly elefted ? In the 
6 H. 4. a Parliament fate at Coventry, excluding all 
Lawyers, \for-Which- reaſor is; not. oly gorvel pu 
probrious nfthe of Parliamentun indot uni we,” 4s 
Sir Edw. Coke (ays; 4 Inft. p 48. irwas friitteſs,-and 
made never a good Law, We ealily remember the 
year 


(20) 1 
2. It ſeems not only againſt ctheDirthright anq_ 
Privilege of the 'Petrage/ of 'England, 'but 'agtainſt | 


Fr year Tune ny a2 = 4c oo. 0 ue fo wwan 6c + ens ©, ng So i YH on 
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year659, when the unanimous vaice of this Nation 
s beetaning' to recofer! from her fSttper Con 
ullions). cry ?d aloud for 4 Frer Pariiaminr without” 
conſtraint and diſtinguithing of Parries, and-with 
h ps ANC began our. Happineſs in che Glo- 


rious Reſt.uration of His late Majelty. apd Royal 
Brochers. is To #210 fonr wane 


3- Tt enjoyns the making and ſubſcribing a De- 
Claration which is tantamount to an Oath; for the' 
words are, 1 do ſolemnly and ſinterely, inthe preſence of 
God, profe/s, teſtifie, ahd, declare ; Tn this Deelara- 
tion the party. is not only forced to' fay the beheves 
there is not any Tranſubſtantia'ton, &c.” but that the 
Is 10cation or. Adoration of the Virgin 'Mary, or any 
orber Saint, and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as they are 
mow uſed inthe. Chirth of Rome, are Suptrſtit ions and 
Iaolatrous,” Which Liſt part js not' valy'potnit-blank 
againſt the Conſeience'of any Roman Catholic to ſay, 
but alſo againſt the Judgment of ſeveral of the moſt 
Lezrngd amnang the Proreftant Divines of the Church 
of Exgland, . It would Ve tedious to-cite' all their 
Naines' 1et it ſuffice chat That grear Prove ſfany Di- 
vine, and Prebetid of W:/mrnſter, Mr, T horndyke, 
ſays potitively, That they that ſeparate from- the 
Church of Rome as eoders, are thereby Schiſmatics 
bore Gag. Juft Weights" ag Medſures, p08: 78. 
Je he proves it'ih a large DiſeGuiÞe.”' Notes1(6, 
Thit in this Declaration there is not one'word re- 
Jaring i rp Peace of the Government, or the Safe- 
ty af. theKing's Lep{on, or ty, oblige the" apieriper 
Cs ue and'Lo val. Saſ !:$Er ply? ofi6n: 
Matrets'of Divinity, apd Tehents ofReligioy, ©!” 
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jects, if Papiſts, or ſuch who cannof in theſt 


fs asabovelaid) either be forſworn, and nor 
Office and-hot' dare' to 


2 5- It ſeems.in one reſpeR. to allow-mere Power 
to Six PtivyaConnſellors,: than to the King him- 
ſelf; for.it allows to any perſon diſabled by thisA&, 
torcome into the King or Queens preſence, if licen- 
{ed ſo to. do by Warrant under the Hands-and Seals 

Ri Priyy:Counſellors, by Order of His, Maje- 
* F.iyy-Council. Yet do not the words of this 

AZt allow to the King himſelf ſuch power of Li- 

ceaſing, tho' it be T_—_ under his own Royal 


_ 


Hagd and Signet. This may fute with the Character 
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pork but f | well 
nk uhh, 0s vel 
oo a noth mattor (0 anſver. 


v7 hy, it canngt but he obſerved, \That this - - - 
- oro or fv ol fo 2. 
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Bl oy on... Who .cann + that from 
the & diſa Pda wy ſ9 His;n: 
Maj 5 ok pts Tork, caſt off Wy 
and djd open wh with bare face leh all 


Troubles, by Voting and Addreſſing aga wo 
and mor _ till chey; had- ſeen ban in Ls d 
3, nor then net but ſong WM: is þ DG ue 

Enemies coritiquing to ext {5 their malice 
to Re Picture ; which 15 wething 'more than 
= gems under of rick fo in the? Ie 9th tus 
Fir c REGory the tans is ſcapgalous 
toqu Naan he very " t.of them. is unzaſi 
t02 Lon Evelifb Hears: this Stawute therefore 
was the Fore-runner (not to ellap the ara inny of 
all theſe Diſgraces, have we,not realog:ta hope t 
Loyal Parliament . (when His Ma Bol, l 


to Allemble.that moſt I ts ourt) 
will, om e blew bens. E 
repealin is Law, .W ich caged qnly | V 


A 
RI, 5 to His Majeſty already, YR ſtill'is 
ſo to his Service, and tothe Eaſe of His Loyal Sub- 
jects ? * tho 
Co NCct CREE IEN— 
Arc all, it may poſſibly be ed, That the 


Penal Laws having been E by the Roy- 
| al Signature in Parliament, ought be thoug t 
unreaſonable,or n@ fit thdecorti 'in ſome 


things contradiftory toMagnaCharta,becauſe _ | 
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